Surgical clips: a cause of late recurrent gallstones.
The formation of gallstones around surgical clips after cholecystectomy is a rare complication, with only seven reported cases in the English literature since its initial description in 1979. Three other cases report clip migration into the common bile duct and obstruction. We report a recent experience with "clip cholelithiasis." A 78-year-old female, 16 years following cholecystectomy, presented with a several-month history of colicky abdominal pain worsened by meals, and a 1 week history of jaundice, anorexia, nausea, and vomiting. An abdominal ultrasound demonstrated dilatation of the biliary tree without visible choledocholithiasis. Endoscopic retrograde cholangiopancreatography demonstrated a 1.5-cm radiolucent stone in the common bile duct containing a central surgical clip. She was successfully treated with endoscopic sphincterotomy and stone retrieval. The first report of clip cholelithiasis occurred in 1979. Six additional cases have been reported as well as three cases of clip migration without stone formation into the common bile duct. The incidence of clip cholelithiasis may increase in frequency with the increased use of metallic clips during laparoscopic cholecystectomy. The occurrence of cholelithiasis around inert metals is rare and may be prevented using absorbable clips; however, stone formation is also reported around absorbable materials.